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SUBJECT : 


My Meeting With the North Vietnamese , 
August 16 f 1971 


I met again with the North Vietnamese on August 16, It was 
essentially a holding action , with Le Due Tho still in Hanoi. 

They have apparently not yet made their decision about accepting 
our political formula, a decision which must be very anguishing 
for them. Nonetheless, they are clearly anxiona nnt to break 
of f the channel an d they are paying some price. 

— Thuy made a poinV^f praising the fact^ thatwe gave them 
our various points in writing *v We did it to make sure -there was 
a comprehensive recorty/Thuy claimed it was a step forward y 

— Thuy praised the new formulatioj/ of our withdrawal pledge, 
even though it only rephrased what I had already told theaj/. 

— He said that the political/ problem is still unsettled 
and that our withdrawal deadlines' are far apart, but that the 
other issues. Including the ceasefir^/ can be resolved. 

— He made a shift in their ROW position, agreeing to the e 
exchange of lists at the time of settlement and also, in effect, 
agreeing to release all our men held throughout Indochina. This 
pretty well pins down agreement on this question/ 


Despite the absence of a breakthrough, I agreed to their suggestio 
to meet again in four weeks, on September 13. I did so for the 
following reasons: " * — - 

• We are improving our already good negotiating 
record. Ke had to give them an opportunity to consider our 
new version. 
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\*.-e nave channel if they v/ant to settle, an^*. 
which fcrco3 then continually to rev lav/ and modify their 

position, 

ye nay keep then fren escalating during the 
electoral campaign. 

We have a good justification should we retaliate 
if they do escalate. 

i y^xist come to Paris anyway to work out the 
details of my interim visit to^Peking and the announcement 

of your visit, 

. we have nothing to lose, except my 36 hours of 
inconvenience, and we achieve nothing by breaking off now 
(they are not keeping us from anything we want to do.). 

What Happened 

I began the meeting by tabling our new eight points 

(attached at Tab A) as what we would consider an agreed state- 
ment of principles fair to both sides . It essentially «P «sent 
an amalgam of oar original seven points and their nine points, 
recording all the progress made to date and suggested formula- 

tions on remaining issues. 

ii:. included a withdrawal deadline of August 1# 1972, 
provided we signed a final agreement by November 1, 1971. On 
the political questions I gathered together all the statements 
we had already said we would be prepared to make, e.g., our 
neutrality in the South Vietnamese election? willingness to 
abide by the political process; international neutrality f °* 
South Vietnam; limitations on aid to both Vietnaras; and event 

reunification. 

— As a separate understanding I repeated the pledge we 
made last time to ask Congress for about a $7 billion aid 
package, including at least $2 billion for North Vietnam, a.ter 

a settlement. 

— Thuy began his remarks on a very hard note* asserting 

that we had not maintained our agreements to refrain from escala 

tion, to keep the channel secret, and to deal directly *ith 
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Viatnasi, 


• i.e accused us of bombing 
including B-52 raids. 


raids against north 



. He said your press conference statement about 
established channels ’ gave av;ay the secrecy of our talks. 

. ae said (without giving specifics) that we were 

trying to- ueal with then through intermediaries rather 1 than 
directly. 

* replied in the toughest language 1 have ever used with 
them, accusing Thuy of having brought me there under false pre- 
texts if all he was planning was to repeat the propaganda argu- 
ments he U3ed at the Hotel Majestic. 


. I said that we were not condicting bombing raids 
against North Vietnam, particularly B-52*s, and. were exer- 
cising military restraint on our allies, but that the North 
Vietnamese were violating our understanding by a road .through 
the DMZ and other build-ups in the iteSV/ I reinforced ' MlS 
** tor *Pd of our formal meeting when I told Thuy that 
an attack in that area could h*ve drastic'conseguendes. 


. I said that your press conference statement could 
refer to any possible contacts and was Sh' effort" to set 
the record straight in the light of their continuing pro- 
paganda claims that we had not responded seriously to 
Hme. Binh's seven points. 


• , 3 8 * id that we were dealing with the* directly, 
although 3^ Bad informed the Chinese of the general' nature 
of our talks while in Peking (though not since). As for 
the Russians, I only confirmed what Dobrynin told me Hanoi 
had reported in Moscow^. - 1 accused them of making debating 
points rather than dealing seriously with the issues. 


— Thuy backed off, saying that all negotiators had to 
follow instructions. 


A * ter a 3on< J break, he read a prepared statement in which 
he made the following points: 
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. he sneha sized .ianci’a ana the NIiF’s desire for 
a neutral South Vietnam, with a *70 v**r resent that was neither 
-Coruauniat- nor : allied with the v.fl* 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 


August 16, 1971 
.THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN.. 

THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY A. KISSINGER 



SUBJECT: 


My Meeting With the North Vietnamese, 
August 16, 1971 


I met again with the North Vietnamese on August 16. It was • 
essentially a holding action, with Le Due Tho still in Hanoi. 

They have apparently not yet made their decision about accepting 
our political formula, a decision which must be very anguishing 
for them. Nonetheless, they are clearly anxious not to break 
off the channel and they are paying some price. 

-- Thuy made a point of praising the fact that we gave them 
our various points in writing. We did it to make sure there was 
a comprehensive record; Thuy claimed it was a step forward. 

— — Thuy praised the new formulation of our withdrawal pledge 
even though it only rephrased what I had already told them. 

~ He said that the political problem is still unsettled 
and that our withdrawal deadlines are far apart, but that the 
other issues, including the ceasefire, can be resolved. 

~ He made a shift in their POW position, agreeing to the 
exchange of lists at the time of settlement and also, in effect, 
agreeing to release all our men held throughout Indochina. This 
pretty well pins down agreement on this question. 
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